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General }-'rederick Townsend -VVard. 

¥v. B. B u r k e， 

Sungkiang， K u・

Frederiek Townser:d Ward was born in Sa1em， 

1¥1assachusetts， U. S. A. in 1831. At an ear1y age he 

took to the sea and made his first trip to China as 

second mate of a sai1ing vesse1 when only fifteen years 

of age. After severa1 years of seafaring， during whicIl 
he became first mate， more exciting adventure called 

and VVard joined the forces of Garibaldi in South 

America. When that attempt to establish the Roman 

Republic failed，明Tardjoined the French army and served 

with distinction in the Crimean War until its close in 

執筆者ノ， -ク氏 1856. He then returned to America and saw service 

with 羽~a1ker in his campaign in Nicaragua. After Walker's death羽Tard

returned to the sea， but the military experience which he had gained emi-

.nently fitted him for the great achievements which were to follow. 

In the year lR59 an extraordinary struggle was 011 in China. 

I t was no mere contest between riva1 war咽 lords; it was a fight that threa-

tened thc very existence of the Manchu government. The Taiping crusade 

had started in 1~ ，51 and by 1859 had reached its height. Whole sections of 

the country lay desolate. The rebeIs were dai1y gaining in power and even 

Shanghai was being threatened with destruction. I ts 10ss wou1d probab1y 

mean the overthrow of the Government. I t was into this picture that ¥有lard

stepped inノモhefall of 1R59. After having s.erved for some tIme as first 

officer of the Chinese gun boat “Confucius" ，̂' ard was commissioned to raisε 

a force to save Shanghai from the Taipings. This force consisted of 100 

whit巴s，200 Filipines and 200 Chinese， but such was羽Tard'spoweτof leader由

ship and such was his daring that after some reverses he defeated a force 

of 10，000 rebels' strongly intrenched behind theもiVallsof Sungkiang and・took

possession. The fighting was so severe that out of the 500 men 1ed .by Ward 

on1y 120 survived and only 27 escaped withol~t wounds. But the sacrifice 

was justified for Sungkiang remained until the end of the conflict a base fJr 

operations against the enemy. 

Encouraged by the capture of Sungkiang， Ward began to en1arge his 

force， to better its equipment and to improve its discipline. 1n particular he 
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recruited Chinese

and

　

he

　

found

that with　proper

training they de-

velpoed into ｅχce-

llent soldiers｡

　　　

The system

adopted by Ward

for

　

the

　

training

of his　men　con-

sisted of the development of well　trained　and competent non-commissioned

officers and the enforcement of rigid discipline.

　　　

But even with so auspicious a start, Ward met many reverses and only

his °Yankee grit and determination enabled him to finally gain general recog‘

nition for himself and his men and to make his force into an an army worthy

of the name.　His ojficail Chinese backers deserted h面.　He was tried by

the American Consul for breach of neutrality and acquitted.　Then ｈｅ’was

imprisoned aboard ａ British man-of-war until he contrived tｏでscape.　　He

made five separate attacks upon Tsingpu, C青浦) some fifteen or twenty mUes

from Sungkiang, before he finally succeeded in the early part of 1862.　But

his daunt!ess persistence finally overcame all obstacles and in the summer of

1862 he found himself in command of ａｗelトtrained and well-equipped force

that had earned for itself the title of‘･Ever Victorious Army,”ａ name that

has lent romance to the pages of history.

　　　

With this ａｉ°y゛Fd‘ ｍ３１‘ched　inSeptember 1862　to　the　relief of

Ningpo, which was being threatened by the Taipings.　０ｎ the morning of

the 20th while　attacking the　town of　Tsz Ki （慈m) which　was　strongly

defended、by the rebels, Ward
^was severely wounded

but refused to leave the

field until the battle was won.　He died that night in the hour of victory.

Ward died, but his spirit carried on. The Ever Victorious Army contin‘ued

its triumphal march led by　that great　British general,“Chinese　Gordon.”

By folio､^ing the tactics employed by Ward and by　employing　the forces he

had traine:!, the great Taiping rebellion was suppressed within　two years of

Ward's death and the threat to the Imperial government of China was removed.

　　　

After peace was established, the‘Chinese governmeut had a shrine

built at the grave of Ward and the　officials came here to offer reverence。

As Ward had first saved Sungkiang from the Taipings, it was thought fitting

that he should be buried here.　　　His faithful dog was also buried by the

graveside. It is said that the dog after going up and down Sungkiang looking
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for his master and failing to find him　refused　food and died of a broken

heai‘t.

　

By 188S the grave had beccme sadly neglected and gradually it became

　

a beggar's retreat. In 1919 a post of the

　

American Legion was organized in Shanghai

　

and it was decided to name it the Frederick

　

Ward

　

Post and one　of　its　avowed obiet

　

was

　

to

　

keep alive　the　memory of　that

　

earlv American in China who　seventy odd

　

years ago laid down his life　for　an　alien

右nation and established a friendship between

4 America　and　China that has become pro-

,l verbial. After the establisment of the Post,

J; the tomb ｗａｓ‘takenunder their　care　and

氏they put ａ care taker on the place to keep

　

it in good condition. The Chinese friends

　

in Sungkiang had collected ａ sum of monev

　

and had the buildings and the tomb put in

　

good condition. The Jχ/lembersof the Fred-

erick Ward Post had a suitable　stone made which now marks　the grave.

Trees had been planted on the lot and fine plans weae made for beautifying

the place, but the ill fortunes of war have played great havoc with the place

and itis now in sad need of much｡ repairing. Thanks are due to Mr. Nakavama,

(中山四郎)head officer of the Special Service Section in Sungkiang; for having

had the place cleaned up and the stone re-set. It is greatly to be hoped that

we will not let this great　man's memory　be　kept　alive　by ａ　ruined　tomb

only, but may some kind friends‘undertake to have it completely　renovated.
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